Welcome to the Homeless Liaison list. This listserv is a communication between the SD-DOE
State Homeless Coordinator and the school districts' liaisons. Periodically, you will be receiving a
short newsletter pertaining to the education of children and youth experiencing homelessness. If
you have questions or comments, please direct them to Laura.Johnson-Frame@state.sd.us .
Where it is appropriate, your questions and comments will be shared with all liaisons across
South Dakota.
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Follow-up on Hurricane Displaced Students

As you are aware, through your efforts your district was notified of the availability

of Emergency Impact Aid to Districts that enrolled Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Rita
displaced students. The number of displaced students was submitted to USED last week
along with our grant application. On October 1, 2005, there were over 30 displaced
students in public and non-public schools in our state. Thanks for your quick responses.

Question/Answer

In response to the December Newsletter and the definitions of homelessness, Joan
Dunmire from Douglas asked, "When it says trailer park, is there more than just that as a
determining factor? We have many families that live in trailer houses that are in trailer
parks that we would not consider sub-standard housing."

In South Dakota we refer to trailer houses as trailers or mobile homes and some times
these homes are located in trailer parks. Trailer houses and mobile homes in our state
would generally be considered as "fixed and regular and adequate.” They have plumbing,
electricity, sewer, skirting, and an address/mail delivery, etc. that make them fixed and
regular. | heard a discussion of the meaning of trailer in this definition. The trailer
referenced in this definition is not fixed, regular, or adequate. A trailer by this

definition may be parked in one location one night and another the next and not be
hooked to services.

When using the definition of homelessness, each case needs to be determined based on
the details of that particular situation.

The definition of homelessness may be found at
http://doe.sd.gov/ofm/grants/LEAapp/

Duties of Local Homeless Education Liaisons
Policies and Procedures



Review local policies and procedures that may impact homeless children
and youth, such as school enrollment and access to school programs.
(LEA requirement, may be assumed by liaison).

Revise local policies and procedures determined to be potential barriers
for homeless children and youth (LEA requirement, may be assumed by
liaison).

Ensure that homeless students are identified by school personnel through
coordination with other entities and agencies.

Enrollment and Access to Educational Services

Ensure that homeless students enroll in, and have a full and equal
opportunity to succeed in, the schools of the LEA.

Ensure that homeless families, children, and youth receive educational
services for which they are eligible, including Head Start, Even Start, and
preschool programs administered by the LEA, and referrals to health,
mental health, dental, and other appropriate services.

Assist children and youth who do not have immunizations or medical
records to obtain the necessary records or immunizations.

Ensure that parents or guardians are informed of educational and related
opportunities that are available to their children and are provided
meaningful opportunities to participate in their children’s education.
Assist with enrollment dispute resolution cases, and ensure they are
mediated in accordance with the state’s enrollment dispute resolution
process as expeditiously as possible.

Outreach

Ensure that the parent or guardian of a homeless child or youth, and any
unaccompanied youth, is fully informed of all transportation services,
including to the school of origin, and that assistance to access
transportation services is provided.

Post educational rights of homeless children and youth in all schools.
Post educational rights of homeless children and you in the community in
places that homeless families and youth may receive services (e.g.,
shelters, public health offices, libraries, and soup kitchens).

Inform school personnel, service providers, and advocates who work with
homeless families of the duties of the liaison.

Collaborate and coordinate with state coordinators, community service
providers, and school personnel responsible for the provision of education
and related services to homeless children and youth.

Unaccompanied Youth

Assist unaccompanied youth in placement and enrollment decisions,
including considering the youth’s wishes in those decisions and providing
notice to the youth of the right to appeal such decisions under the
enrollment dispute provisions.

Ensure that unaccompanied youth are immediately enrolled in school
pending resolution of disputes that might arise over school enrollment and
placement.

Suggested Activities



Provide professional development for school district staff to build
awareness of the educational needs of homeless students, legal
responsibilities of the school, and local policies and procedures.

Provide outreach to community service providers through presentations,
announcements, and dissemination of relevant publications.

Provide training for parents.

Distribute materials, tutoring supplies, clothing, etc., to schools.
Conduct a needs assessment.

Conduct an evaluation of the local homeless education program.

Need more information, call or write. Thanks

Laura Johnson Frame

Education Program Representative
Neglected and Delinquent, Title 1, Part D
Homeless Children and Youth

South Dakota Department of Education
700 Governors Drive

Pierre, SD 57501

605-773-2491

605-773-3782 (fax)
Laura.Johnson-Frame@state.sd.us



